


















1. Call to Order 4:30 P.M.

TOWN of PATTEN 
P.O. Box 260 

Patten, Maine 04765 

Planning Board 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2023 

2. Attendance: Ron Blum, Dennis Brackett, Joel Fitzpatrick, Scott Webb,
Kristen Wittine 
Guest: Jay Kamm, Northern Maine Development Corporation 
Observers: Gail Albert, Laura White, Marcia Pond, Kent Smallwood, 

Mike Martin, Barbara Webb 

3. Minutes of February 6, amended, and February 16 - approved and signed

4. Report on March 7 meeting with Board of Selectmen - Special Town Meeting
scheduled for April 13 regarding Solar Energy Ordinance and Wolfden 
Resolution. 

5. Old Business

a. See #4 above

b. Format for correlation of Ordinances with Comprehensive Plan -
currently tabled 

6. New Business - Open discussion regarding Housing issues

Ideas on purpose of regulation: 
Avoid migrant housing 
Regulate development 
Avoid trailer park 
Consider Land Use Ordinance 
Eliminate uninhabited residences - deter squatters 



Shared relevant sections on Housing from the Comprehensive Plan, inc. actions, 
e.g. mandating sewer and water connection

J. Kamm advised that our Building Code should parallel the Maine Building Code

Mr. Kamm noted recent law encourages 2-4 multi-family units on a lot 
He provided copies of LD 2003 Guidance, a new housing law 

He noted any Ordinance should include (1) Definitions, (2) Standards -
possibly districts or zones, and (3) performance standards. 

We may not outlaw a trailer park, but can limit lot size and location. Existing 
Ordinance mandates installation requirements 

Available off street parking may limit number of units in a residence 

We could regulate architectural features, site design 

Subdivision includes not only dividing a lot, but also dividing space within a 
building 

Mainely Development Authority - is a fund to assist in removing abandoned 
buildings 

Housing ordinance could address Abandoned Buildings. The Town could 
establish a registry of abandoned buildings, charge an annual fee, 
and have regular inspections by the Code Enforcement Officer 

Consider a broad Land Use Ordinance, vs. drafting Ordinances, one area at a time 

Enforcement is limited by lack of local law enforcement 

Assure landowners recognize limits of emergency services access or road 
maintenance in rural locations 

Any Regulation should promote preservation of historic buildings 

Consider establishing Districts in Patten, e.g. industrial, historic, residential 

Mr. Kamm offered to provide some examples of Land Use Ordinances 



7. Next meeting, April 20, 2023, 4:30 P.M. at the Museum
8. Adjourn at 5:35 P.M.

Ron Blum, chair �-at-;:=7=c::.....k--l-------

Kristen Wittine �-
¥ouwebb 

 











I. Call to Order - 4:30 PM

TOWN of PATTEN

P.O. Box 260 
Patten, Maine 04765 

PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

June 15, 2023 

II. Attendance: Ron Blum, Dennis Brackett, Joel Fitzpatrick, Les Hill, Scott Webb,
Kristen Wittine 

Guests: Gail Albert, Laura White, Barbara Webb 

III. Review of Agenda -Accepted with no changes

IV. Approval of May 18, 2023 Minutes - motion by Kristen, second by Scott.

V. Report on June 13, 2023, Board of Selectmen meeting -nothing to report.

VI. Old Business

A. Animal Control Ordinance - Reviewed Maine State requirements verses
current Patten Ordinance. Motion to rewrite Patten Ordinance to refer to 
and conform with State regulations, by Kristen. Second by Scott. All 
approved . 

B. Land Use Ordinance -As we continued to review the Island Falls Ordinance it
became clear the we need to map out the districts in Patten and 
designate each structure for clearer reference. Each Board member 
was assigned a section of the town map in the Urban section and 
asked to indicate each lot as Residential, Commercial, Historical, 
Industrial, and/or Agricultural, to be reviewed at the next meeting. 

VII. New Business - none

VIII> Next meeting - July 20, 2023, 4:30 PM at the Town Garage

IX. Adjourned at 5:40 PM.


















